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LEGISLATIVE BILL 602
Approved by the Governor March 26, 1974
Introduced kty S. Marsh, 29

AN ACT to amend sections 72-1101, 72-1103, 72-1108,
72-1109, 72-1114, 72-1115, 72-1116, 72-1117,
72-1118, and 72-1119, Reissue Revised Statutes
of Netraska, 1943, relating tc putlic
buildings; to extend the aprlication of and
modify requlations; to provide for an advisory
copmittee as prescribed; to define terss; to
provide penalties; to provide severakility;
and to repeal the original sections.

Be it enacted by the people of the State cf Netraska,

Section 1. That section 72-1101, Reissue Revised
Statutes of Nekraska, 1943, Lte amended to read as
follows:

72-1101. (1) The standards and specifications
set forth in sections 72-1101 to 72-1119 shall apply to
all tuildings and facilities used ty the putlic which are
constructed or remodgled in whole or in part ky the use
of state, county or municipal funds, or the funds of any
political subdivision of the state‘_ggg_gg;g;_gggngnx__l‘
1927 _te any body _corporate _or _pelitic _copstituting _a
putlic_corporatiop, and_to_all buildings _apd_ _facilities
where the puklic is invited _or _perpitted _tg _eDtel oL
re®ail upon_the prepises_as tusiness invitees which_sball
be_copnstructed or remodeled withip the State cf Nelraska.
All such buildings and facilities constructed or
remodeled in this state after Novembker-4b5--4460% Japuary
1,_1975, from any one of these funds or any comkination
thercof shall conform to each of the standards and
specifications prescriked in sections 72-1101 tc 72-1119
except where the gopper_or_the authority responsitle for
the proper construction for the particular governsental
departmenty-—agency--or--unit building or___facilities
concerned shall determine, after taking all circumstances
into consideration, that full compliance with any
particular standard or specification |is impracticatle.
Rben_such_o¥ner_or_authg full
coppliance i
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(2) These standards and specifications shall Ete
adhered to in those tkuildings and facilities  under
construction 9r_remedeling on Nevewrber-3i85-~-446% Japuary
1,_13973, unless the owner_or the authority rcsponsitle
for the construction or_remedeling shall deterrine that
the construction gr_remodeling has reached a state where
compliance is impractical. Sections 72-1101 to 72-1119
shall apply to temporary or emergency construction gr
remgdeling as well as permanent tuildings.

Sec. 2. That section 72-1103, HReissue Revicsed
Statutes of Nektraska, 1943, tre amended to read as
follows:

72-11C3. For the purposes of sections 72-1101 to
72-1119, unless the contexl otherwise requires:

(1 Nonamtulatory disatilities shall re€an
impairments that, regardless of cause or manitestation,
for all practical purposes, confine individuals to

wheelchairs;

(2) Semiambulatory disatilities shall rean
impairments that cause individuals to walk with
difficulty or insecurity. Individuals wusing lraces or
crutches, amputees, arthritics, spastics, and thcse with
pulronary and cardiac ills may be semiambulatory;

(3) Sight disatilities shall mean total tlindness
or impairments affectiny sight to the extent that the
individual functioning in puklic areas 1is insecure or
exposed to danyer;

(4) Hearing disatilities shall mean deatness or
hearing handicaps that might make an individuval insecure
in putlic areas because he is unaktle to conmrunicate or
hear warning signals;

{5) Cisatilities of incoordination shall @wean
faulty coordination or palsy from train, =rinal or
peripheral nerve injury;

(6) Aging shall mean those manifestations cf the
aging processes that <significantly reduce motkility,
flexikility, coordination, and perceptiveness ftut are not
accounted for in the aforementioned cateycries;

{7) Standard, when this term appears in small
letters, shall be descriptive and shall mean tyjical;
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(8) Fixed turning radiuvs, wheel ta wheel, shall
mean the tracking of the caster wheels and 1large wheels
of a wheelchair when pivoting on a spot;

(9) Fixed turning radius, front structure to rear
structure, shall mean the turning radius of a wheelchair,
left front-fout platforms to right rear wheel, or right
front-foot platform to left rear wheel when pivaoting on a
spot;

{10) Ramps with gradients shall wean ramps with
gradients, or ramgs with slopes, that deviate from what
would otherwise tbte considered the normal level. An
exterior ramp, as distinquished from a walk, shall be
cansidered an appendage to a building leading to a level
above or telow existing ground level. As such, a ramg
shall meet certain requirements similar to those imposed
upon stairs;

(11) walk shall mean a predetermined,
prepared-surface, exterior pathway leading to or fram a
tuilding or a facility, or from one extericr area to
anather, placed on the existing ground level and not
deviating from the level of the existing ground
inrediately adjacent; and

{12) Appropriate numkter shall mean the numter of
a specific item that would be reasonaktly necessary, in
accord with the purpose and function of a tuilding or a
facility, to accosmodate individuals with specitic
disatilities in proportion to the anticipated numter of
individuals with disatilities who would use a particular
kuilding or facility;

upon the _express or _isplied _ipvitation oI _with _the
express or implied consent of the _o¥Der, _ogccupant, oL

DOSSEsSSOLi i NP

(14) Ppersopn _shall _mean _any_ _ipdividual, _firm,
partnership, agency., asseociation, _coLporatloD. _COBLALY,
sgciety, or any other legal entity; and

{15) _Bemodeled _space _shall mean __all__ _Dpewly
remodeled space so _designed _under _the _provisions_ _of
sections 72-1101 to 72-1119. __When _repodeling _Erojects
require _expenditures _exceedipg _fifty _per _ _cepnf__ of
replacement valug of the structure, as _deterzined _Ly _a
licensed evalpator, the total structure shall comply with
the provisions_of sectiops 72-3101 to 12-1113.
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Sec. 3. That section 72-1108, GFEeissue Revised
Statutes of Nekraska, 1943, te amended to read as
follows:

72-1108. Doors shall have a clear opening of not
less than thirty-two inches when open and all corridor

doors_and puklic access dgors shall te operaktle ty a
single effort. The flcor on the inside and outside of
each doorway snall te level for a distance of five feet
from the door in the direction the door swings and shall
extend one foot beyond ecach side of the dcot. Sharg
inclines and atrupt changes in level shall be avoided at
doorsills. As much as practicatle, threshclds shall tLe

flush with the floor.

Sec. 4. That section 72-1109, ©FEeissue Fevised
Statutes of Nektraska, 1943, te amended to read as
follows:

72-1109. Stairs shall conform tc starndards of
the American Standards Association, Ipnc., witl the
following additional considerations: Steps in stairs
shall te designed wherever practicable so as not to have
abrupt, square nosing. Stairs shall have handrails
thirty-two inches high as measured from the tread at the
face of the riser. Stairs shall have at least one
bandrail that extends at least eighteen inches tevond the
top step and Lkeycnd the LFbottom step. Steprs shculd,
wherever possitle, and in conformation with existing step
formulas, have risers that do not exceed seven apd

Sec. 5. That section 72-1114, PReissue Revised
Statutes of Nekraska, 1943, ke amended to read as
follows:

72-1114, Flevators shall hte provided and shall
be accessible to, and usalle ty, the physically disatled
at all levels normally used by the gqeneral rpullic that
aLe_Dpot accessible by ramps or grade_entranges. Flevator
control tuttons shall have identifying features for the
benefit of the blind. £ievators-shaii-aitiev-tor—-eraffie
ty-wheeiehatrss The Puklic Fuildipngs _safety _Advisory

Cosmittee _shall __rromulgate __uypiform __stapdards. __and

specifications_for _elevatcrs.

Sec. 6. That section 72-1115, Reissue Revised
Statutes of Netraska, 1943, bLe amended to read as
follows:

72-1115. Switches and ccntrols fcr iiqhtj--hemat;
vyentilation;-virdows;-draperies;--€fire--ajarmea;-~and—-atl
sieilar-controis-of--frequent--or--essentind--use; alarnm
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Systems shall e placed within the reach of individuals
in wheelchairs.

sec. 7. That section 72-1116, Feissue Revised
Statutes of Netraska, 1943, te amended to read as
follows:

72-1116. Appropriate identification of specific
facilities within a Ftuilding used ty the fputlic is
essential to the tlind. Raised letters or numbers shall
be used to identify roonms and offices. Such
identification shall ke placed on the wall, to the right
or left of the dcor, at a height retween four feet six
inches and five feet six inches, measured frowr the floor,
and preferakbly at five feet. Toors that are not intended
for normal use, and that are dangerous if a tlind person
werc to exit or enter ty them, shall Lte made quickly
jidentifiatle to the touch by *nurdéng a_ _standardized
identifiakle feature on the door handle or knob.

sec. 8. That section 72-1117, FEeissue Revised
Statutes of Netraska, 1943, te amended to Tread as
follows:

72-1117. (1) Auditle warning signals lgccated _in
ceptral_corridors shall ke accompanied Lty simultaneous

visual signals for the Lenefit of those with hearing
disabilities.

(2) Visuval signals shall te accompanied by
sipultanecus auditle signals for the lenefit of the
Elind.

Sec. 9. That section 72-1118, PReissue Revised
Statutes of Netraska, 1943, e amended to read as
follows:

72-1118. (1) Every effort shall te exercised to
okviate hazards to individuals with rhysical
disabilities.

(2) Access panels cr manholes in floors, walks,
and walls can ke extremely hazardous, particularly when
in use, and shall be avoided where rossitle.

(3) When ranholes or access panels are open and
in use, or when an open excavation exists on a cite,
particularly when it is approximate to normal pedestrian
traffic, tarricades shall te placed on all open sides, at
least eight teet from the hazard, and visual warning
devices shall ke installed in accord with the fprovisions
of section 72-1117.
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{4) Low-hanyging door closers that are within the
opening of a doorway when the dour is oper, or that
protrude hazardously into regular Ccorridcts or traffic
ways when the door is closed, shall te avcided.

(%) Low-hanging signs, ceilling lights, and
similar otjects or signs ard fixtures that protrude intc
tegular corridors or traffic ways shall te avciced. A

pinimum height of seven feet, measured from tre flcor,
shall ke had.

(6) Lightiny on ramgs shall ke at least equal to
that prescribted ty the specifications of the American
Standards Association, Inc. Exit signs sball rte in
accordance with specifications of the American Standards
Association, Inc., except as modified by section 72-1116,

Sec. 10. That section 72-1119, Reissue Kevised
Statutes of Netraska, 1943, ke awmended to read as
follows:

72-1119. 1The responsitility for entcrcerent of
sections 72-1101 to 72-1119 shall lie with the capital
facilities plapping Lureau_and the appropriate cfficials
of the governing todies of the state governrent and its
political subdivisions responsitle for the review and
approval of the Ltuildiny Ffplans. No__official__c:

goverping _bedy of the state government apd its__pol
sukdiyigiops Iespopsiktle for the Ieview apd_ _apEIcy
buildinyg_plaps. including_the capital faciliti lann
bureau, shall approve Or_ authorize _ap _gCCuUpaDbCy _EkeLmit
unless _such _tuildipy_ _or _facility_ _copmplies _witi _the

corrected ry full _coppliance _with _such_ _
specifications _witbip pinety days after discoyery of such

architect, (2) tne State File Parshal ol __his _authgrized
Lepresentative. (3) the head of _the capatal _facilities
Elappind bureau, (4) a_copstruction contractor. and (2)_2

representative _of __individuals __wbo __are __physically
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Sec. 12. 1be _copmmittee shall _oryganize _ Ly
selectind_a _chairpan and such other officer _or _offigers
2s_1t_pay_deen pecessary apd_ _shall _establisbh _rules _to
9qoverD its procedures. __ADY_ _Yacangy _QCCULIipy _ip__the
coppittee shall be filled in the rmapner ip whichk origipal

ADy_person so__named _to fill_ _a
qualificatigns__as__
__person _shall receive _any

case_shall the coppittee _nmeet feu§§::§553 ’tggéé“iiﬁéé
anpually. TIhree members shall constitute _a__quorum__for
the transaction of rusiness. _No_pmemkter of the compittee

shall participate in _any _hearing__ipn_ _which _bhe_ _has__an

sections_12-1101_to_72-1319_copsistent with _the _unifors

tuildipng_ _codes _and standards _set by  the __American
Stapdards Assgciation, Inc.

Sec. 4.  Sections _72-1101_ _tc 72-1119___and
sections 11 __to 15 of this act _shall not _aprply _tg
fuildings. _structures or _ipstallations. QL __DPQrLtioDs
thereof. used for agricultural purposes OoI_pneay¥y industry
ipcludipg_but pot lipited to repair shops. Lailrgad yards
and_apy other busipess or ipdustrial fuildipg _shere _the
rresence of bandicapped rersops could or _would _tepd 1o
place_thenm _in_a position of _rpotential _hazard _to_ _their

BEL3QDa

Sec. 15. Apy_person vioglating_the provisions of
sections__122-1101 _to 72-1113 _shall ke _quilty of  a
misdepeapor_ _apd_ _shall, upgn couviction thereof, _Le
punished ty_a_fire of pot less thap gne _bupdred dollars
Dor_more than five hupndred dcllars. _Each day upon _which
such__ylolatiop _occurs _sbhall copstitute a  separate
yiglation.
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Sec. 17. That original sections 72-1101,
72-1103, 72-1108, 72-1109, 72-1114, 72-111%, 72-1116,
72-1117, 72-1118, and 72-1119, Heissue Revised Statutes
of Nekraska, 1943, are repealed.



